
Political Giving 
  
When you ask about political giving or party preference, the most important fact to share is 
that there is a huge difference between the political conversation surrounding our business 
and the practical reality of who we are as a company, what we really care about, and the 
value and flexibility we provide to partners regardless of party or ideology. For nearly 40 
years, we have successfully partnered with Democrats and Republicans at every level of 
government to creatively and cost-effectively meet their challenges in ways they could not do 
alone. We fully expect for government to continue valuing and utilizing our solutions going 
forward. 
  
As a result of our partnerships, many systems are safer and better able to provide quality 
programming for the individuals in their care. For example, when California’s prison system 
capacity was at 200 percent, conditions were ruled unconstitutional, and the state was 
ordered by the U.S. Supreme Court to reduce its population significantly. The state turned to 
CoreCivic as a relief valve for this critical situation, which we were proud to do for more than 
a decade. (For the perspective of California inmates on our services, I encourage you read 
this piece from the San Francisco Chronicle, “San Quentin Still Makes Private Prisons Look 
Good.) 
  
Any inference that CoreCivic prefers one political party over the other is misleading and 
portrays our company in a false light. To provide appropriate context for your readers, it’s 
important to point out: 
 

● CoreCivic has worked with Democrat and Republican administrations at the 
federal, state and local level for nearly 40 years. 

● For the 37 years we’ve been in business, a Democrat has been the president 43 
percent of the time; Democrats have controlled the House 46 percent of the time; 
and Democrats have controlled the Senate 43 percent of the time. Of the states we 
currently have contracts with, 42 percent have Democratic governors. This is a 
clear indication that leaders of both parties understand the valued but limited role 
we play (today only 8% of inmates are in privately managed facilities nationwide). 

● Leaders from both parties have come to us to help solve their most difficult 
challenges. For example, in 2014, America faced an unprecedented immigration 
crisis on our southwest border. In response, the Obama/Biden Administration’s 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) partnered with our company to 
build and manage the South Texas Family Residential Center (STFRC), a 
purpose-built, civil residential facility to care for women and children together. 
Importantly, our company has not, does not and will not contract to house 
unaccompanied minors. (Please note, falsehoods about CoreCivic’s valued but 
limited role in America’s immigration system have frequently been reported by the 
media, and we spend considerable time and effort working to provide responsive 
information and correct the record, including hosting dedicated resources on our 
website. We’ve recently been compelled to take legal action against the investment 
firm Candide Group and its founder for false claims published on Forbes.com 
about our role in the immigration system.) 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/openforum/article/Open-Forum-San-Quentin-still-makes-private-14451028.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/openforum/article/Open-Forum-San-Quentin-still-makes-private-14451028.php
https://www.corecivic.com/private-detention
https://www.corecivic.com/private-detention
https://www.law360.com/articles/1250396/prison-operator-says-child-detention-claims-are-defamatory


● We compete in open, highly regulated procurement processes at every level of 
government. These processes are designed to ensure fairness and mitigate 
political impacts. 

  
Inferences about our political goals based on federal donations alone, neglects to consider 
the other advocacy methods we employ and other factors that impact the political giving 
space. 
 

● Lobbying is another important opportunity we have for advocacy. We directly lobby 
Democrats and Republicans on a host of issues, including educating them about 
the types of solutions we provide and to stay current on issues that affect our 
ability to best serve our partners. We also directly lobby Democrats and 
Republicans on the reentry policies described below. All of this information is 
described in great detail in our federal lobbying disclosures and in our annual 
political activity and lobbying reports. 

● Many Democratic politicians have stopped accepting donations from all corporate 
PACs. 

● Corporations, non-profits and individuals alike tend to support their local elected 
officials. 

  
CoreCivic has made commitments, unprecedented in either the public or private sectors, to 
support reentry programs and policies. Our goal is to play a leadership role in tackling 
America’s recidivism crisis, and our community corrections services even help keep 
individuals from entering the corrections system in the first place. I’d encourage you to 
review our 2019 ESG Report, including updates on our CEO-led five-year reentry 
commitments on page 9, and our state and federal advocacy for reentry policies on page 28. 
 
It’s also important to note that under longstanding policy CoreCivic does not lobby on any 
policies, regulations or legislation that impact the basis for or duration of an individual’s 
incarceration or detention. This strict policy also applies to external government relations 
professionals working on CoreCivic's behalf at all levels of government. Explicit language on 
this policy is included in our lobbying contracts and our publicly available lobbying disclosure 
forms. We take it very seriously, and any violation of the lobbying policy is grounds for 
termination. 

https://www.cnn.com/2019/02/12/politics/rejecting-corporate-pac-money/index.html
https://www.corecivic.com/hubfs/_files/2019-ESG%20Report.pdf

